The Lake Hartwell Association, 20 Years as Lake Advocates
    Formed in 1989 as an all volunteer, non-profit organization, the Lake Hartwell Association (LHA) is celebrating its 20th year as the primary voice and advocate of all aspects of water needs for Hartwell Lake.  

     LHA is the oldest and most active volunteer organization dedicated to preserving the natural beauty and quality of Hartwell Lake for everyone. LHA owes its success to its membership support, which has grown from a few hundred families to over 2,000 families, community organizations and businesses.

     Over the past 20 years LHA has earned the respect of organizations and experts in water management, water quality, and shoreline preservation and restoration.  The association's technical staff includes experts well-known for their credentials, research, and hands-on involvement directly related to water management. 
     While striving to maintain high water levels in the lake has been the top priority through the years, there are many other issues that must also be addressed for the economic health of the lake and the community. LHA tackles these additional concerns as part of its total ongoing effort as lake protectors.

     During the recent 2008 drought LHA members rallied with other lake groups to press elected officials, state agencies and the Corps of Engineers to adopt a reduced flow and adaptive management strategy to retain more water in the lake. This approach was adopted and, coupled with a more normal rainfall, resulted in a recovery of over 20 feet in the lake's level early this year. In fact, during the 61 day period of the months of March and April, the outflow from Hartwell Lake was completely shut off for 51 days.

     More recently LHA joined with other water organizations from the lower lakes to propose a three phase plan to the Corps recommending a more permanent drought management approach by reducing the discharges out of Lake Thurmond on a more permanent basis.  

     LHA's technical staff assisted to define a long-term PCB improvement plan and defended the proposal in federal court in 2006. The final decision resulted in the court ordering $11 million in compensation to the states for fishing area losses.  
     The association, recognizing that water resources are, and will continue to be a key factor in the economic future of our region, actively participated in the four year development of the new Georgia Comprehensive Statewide Water Plan. The efforts were rewarded when Governor Purdue appointed an LHA member to the new Georgia Regional Basin Planning Council for the Savannah River. 

     Protecting the Savannah River from potential water transfers to other parts of Georgia is another major priority. Since South Carolina currently lacks a Comprehensive Statewide Water Plan similar to Georgia’s, state agencies cannot meet with representatives of all surrounding states, especially Georgia, on an equal footing to negotiate such measures. LHA has worked with state legislators to draft and introduce legislation creating State Comprehensive Water Plan. House Bill 3132 and Senate Bill 358 are receiving powerful legislative support. 

    The association is working for the completion of a Corps managed water allocation study to identify all water users in the basin to more accurately identify water needs. A congressional status report from Congressman Barrett’s office indicates funding for this study may now be pending.

     "CoveKeeper" is the most recent major LHA program initiated to protect the lake. Member volunteers are trained by experts to patrol the lake shoreline observe and report situations that may create a hazard, or may have a negative impact on water quality or the environment. Early results have been impressive. New CoveKeepers are being recruited. 

     LHA members are actively involved in water safety programs and ongoing lake clean-up activities. This year, Anderson County Keep American Beautiful, the nation’s largest volunteer group, awarded LHA members the 2009 Litter Prevention Award for their visible contributions to keeping the Lake Hartwell shoreline clean. 

     The Lake Hartwell Association, through its active Board and dedicated members, has been a major positive influence on Hartwell Lake issues and decisions for 20 years and will continue to apply its experience and lessons learned to carry on the tradition of protecting this precious resource for future generations.  For more information, or to join, please view LHA's website at www.lakehartwellassociation.org.

