LHA Sponsors Water Planning Meeting
 

   The Lake Hartwell Association (LHA) will be holding its annual Fall Information Forum on Thursday, October 29, at 7pm, at the Anderson Civic Center, 3027 Martin Luther King Boulevard, Anderson, South Carolina. The theme of this year’s forum is “Watershed Planning – Avoiding a Crisis”. Brigadier General Todd Semonite, Commander and Division Engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, South Atlantic Division and Dr. Carol Couch, Director, Georgia Environmental Protection Division, will be the keynote speakers. The speakers and others will focus on the need for revised water planning and management in the Savannah River Basin. Included is the need for improved water planning processes and management in South Carolina through the proposed development of a new Comprehensive Statewide Water Plan.  A number of South Carolina and Georgia legislators are expected to attend as well as other guests whose organizations are affected by water levels in the SRB. 

 

There are two objectives to this meeting: 

 

1 - Inform the basin stakeholders and a number of state legislators of the status of the basin and Corps activities related to current and proposed management of the basin. As you are aware, the lake was down twenty-two feet last fall which is causing the Corps to re-evaluate its drought management process. LHA has recommended a number of steps for the Corps to consider including improved Adaptive Management steps, earlier drought plan water management triggers, and decreased releases of water during winter months.

 

2 - Provide information to the attendees and area legislators regarding the process Georgia has taken for the development of a new, comprehensive water plan for the state. The Georgia effort started in 2004 with a four year project to understand the water needs and issues in the state, negotiate steps to improve management of those issues, and propose a Statewide Comprehensive Water Plan to the legislators for approval. LHA attended many of the planning meetings and provided input to the final plan as part of the Georgia Water Coalition. 

 

The new Georgia water plan was approved by the legislature in January 2008 and is now well into initial implementation steps. One of the major accomplishments of that plan was the formation of Regional Water Councils consisting of water experts and area stakeholders for each identified "region" - which basically fall within water basin lines. An important objective of the council is the development of a "Regional Water Plan" under the rules developed in the new state water plan. Pat Goran of Hartwell, a member of the Board of Directors of LHA, was appointed by Governor Perdue to serve on the SRB water council. 

 

South Carolina currently has no such water basin council or other organization to interface with the Georgia SRB Water Council on an immediate and ongoing basis to remain fully involved with current and future plans for its basin. LHA feels this is a major drawback to SRB planning between the two states and could be detrimental to South Carolina residents and businesses as needs grow. 

 

The Lake Hartwell Association has worked with representatives from DNR and DHEC as well as a number of legislators to try and point out the importance of developing a new and innovative comprehensive water plan for South Carolina which would include water basin councils. Two legislative bills (SC House Bill 3132 and SC Senate Bill 358) are currently on the docket and they will be submitted again for 2010. 

 

It should be noted that North Carolina, Florida and even Alabama have new, legislatively approved comprehensive water plans developed or being developed. Only South Carolina lags behind our neighboring states in developing updated management practices to protect the future of our water.
 

