[image: image1.png]



LAKE HARTWELL ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. Box 312  •  Fair Play, SC 29643.. 
Phone: 1-864-224-5253  •  www.lakehartwellassociation.org

April 2, 2009

Colonel Edward Kertis

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

100 West Oglethorpe

P.O. Box 889

Savannah, GA 31402-0889

 

Subject: Three phase proposal for SRB water management
 

Dear Colonel Kertis:

The Lake Hartwell Association (LHA) and the friends of the Savannah River Basin (FSRB,) joined by several other groups representing interests in the Savannah River Basin (SRB), have been intensely involved for years with the efforts of the Army Corps of Engineers and other organizations to understand and manage the basin water resources. The goal was to support the attempt to seek and identify a process identifying water discharges from the dams and river flow rates equitable to all users.  
Our involvement and efforts have resulted in development of a proposal for a three phase approach to bring lakes Hartwell, Russell and Thurmond back to full pools as quickly as possible and, once attained, to hold them at the highest levels possible year around during periods of normal rainfall as well as droughts.  Each of the three phases is described separately in the attached documents prepared jointly by LHA and the Friends of the Savannah River Basin. An overview of the proposal in each letter is:

Phase 1. Continuation of flow rate deviations.  


Immediately extend the flow rate deviation to the Drought Control Plan (DCP) currently being followed.  We understand that flow rate to be 3,600cfs out of Thurmond in the summer going down to 3,100cfs as soon as possible in the fall.

Phase 2.  Expediting Environmental Assessment (EA).  


Commitment of all parties involved in preparation of the new EA is needed to ensure it is completed in time to support the flow rates noted above.  Timing is critical to ensure the 3100cfs rate begins as early in the fall as possible.  It is also proposed that the new EA will support the lower flow rates until a new DCP is implemented.

Phase 3.  Drought Contingency Plan Revisions.

Commitment of the Corps of Engineers, the states of Georgia and South Carolina, and others as necessary, to expedite major revisions to the current DCP to reflect lessons learned from recent and current droughts.  It is proposed that there is ONLY ONE TRIGGER LEVEL in the DCP.  That trigger would be initiated as soon as specific water levels are reached (Hartwell 656msl and Thurmond 326msl recommended).  The trigger would initiate a flow rate from Thurmond of 3,100 or 3,600cfs that would not change until the lakes are full. 

We greatly appreciate your support and consideration in this matter.

The Lake Hartwell Association                        Friends of the Savannah River Basin

Herb Burnham, President                                   Harry & Barb Shelley, Facilitators

103 Andrea Point                                               143 Ashland Drive

Anderson, SC 29625                                          McCormick SC 29835

Email: herbburnham@bellsouth.net                  Email: hbshelley@wctel.net
Phone: 864-287-1568                                         Phone: 864-391-4346

Attachments: Three letters

Copy to:

U.S. Representative Broun

U.S. Representative Barrett

Brigadier General Joseph Schroedel

Dr. Carol Couch, GA EPD
Jeff Larson, GA EPD
Mr. Earl Hunter, SC DHEC
Mr. David Wilson, SC DHEC  
Mr. John Frampton, SC DNR

Mr. Ken Rentiers, SC DNR
Dr. Bud Badr, SC DNR

Mr. Robert Waldrep






