April 2, 2009

Colonel Edward Kertis

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

100 West Oglethorpe

P.O. Box 889

Savannah, GA 31402-0889

 

Subject: SRB Phase 1 proposal - Continuation of 2008/2009 current flow rate deviations
 

Dear Colonel Kertis:

 

The Lake Hartwell Association (LHA) and the Friends of the Savannah River Basin (FSRB), representing thousands of members who own businesses and residential property along the Savannah River Basin, are requesting that the current deviation to the Savannah River Basin Drought Contingency Plan (DCP) initially started in late 2008 be continued. 
The specific request is to continue LIMITING the release of water from Lake Thurmond to 3,600 cubic feet per second (cfs) during summer months and 3,100cfs during the winter months until Lakes Hartwell, Russell and Thurmond reach - AND MAINTAIN – full pool based on the guide curves. Continuing the lower flows will provide a high-probability opportunity to fill the lakes, and avoid the probability of ever reaching the bottom of the conservation pool , with minimal or no environmental impacts in the basin.  

 
Two deviations to the 2006 DCP have been implemented at the request of both states in consideration of the severity of the present drought:

1. Level 3 Thurmond discharges were reduced to 3,600cfs in November 2007 when it became apparent that the stage related flow reductions and 3,800cfs minimum flow in the updated 2006 DCP were not sufficient to prevent record low pool levels.

2. A later temporary deviation permitting the further reduction to 3,100cfs durimg winter periods (November through February) was implemented in November 2008. The associated Environmental Assessment determined that there would be no significant environmental impacts and was the alternative that best represented sound natural resource management practices and environmental standards.

Based on the severity of the current drought of record, as demonstrated by the above deviations, LHA and FSRB believe that the flow deviations must remain in place until full recovery from the drought and restoration of full lake levels. Even with the 3,600cfs deviation, the Hartwell and Thurmond pools still reached record low levels in the fall of 2008. The current DCP as updated in 2006 would raise the discharge restrictions at Thurmond to those of the next higher action level when the pools at Hartwell and JST rise approximately two feet into the new zone. This was indeed done in the first half of 2007, quickly resulting in again hitting drought triggers and exacerbating the situation.  This caused the need for the flow deviation later that year. 

 

Our recommendation to maintain current release rates is consistent with the 1989 DCP, and has successfully been followed in past droughts. Considering the severity of this and other recent droughts, this approach is the only sound option. 

We greatly appreciate your support and consideration in this matter.

The Lake Hartwell Association                        Friends of the Savannah River Basin

Herb Burnham, President                                   Harry & Barb Shelley, Facilitators

103 Andrea Point                                               143 Ashland Drive

Anderson, SC 29625                                          McCormick SC 29835

Email: herbburnham@bellsouth.net                  Email: hbshelley@wctel.net
Phone: 864-287-1568                                         Phone: 864-391-4346

Copy to:

U.S. Representative Broun

U.S. Representative Barrett

Brigadier General Joseph Schroedel

Dr. Carol Couch, GA EPD

Jeff Larson, GA EPD
Mr. Earl Hunter, SC DHEC

Mr. David Wilson, SC DHEC  

Mr. John Frampton, SC DNR

Mr. Ken Rentiers, SC DNR

Dr. Bud Badr, SC DNR

Mr. Robert Waldrep
