April 2, 2009

Colonel Edward Kertis

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

100 West Oglethorpe

P.O. Box 889

Savannah, GA 31402-0889

 

Subject: SRB Phase 2 proposal – Expediting the 2009/2010 Environmental Assessment

 

Dear Colonel Kertis:

The Lake Hartwell Association and the Friends of the Savannah River Basin, representing thousands of members in both Georgia and South Carolina request that the 3100cfs flow reduction deviation to the Drought Contingency Plan be modified during the current Environmental Assessment process.

We recommend that the Environmental Assessment be accomplished to investigate the original planned period from October 1, 2009 to the end of February 2010 but also extending that period to at least 1 month or more on both ends for a minimal study period of six months.   This should be accomplished by assessing the impact of both moving the flow reduction starting date to September 1, and extending the end date through March to create the six-month period or as far into the late winter/early spring season as possible.  This effort should also incorporate an evaluation and cost assessment of the local engineering measures needed by the water users to avoid or mitigate impacts of the actions.

This recommendation is based on the following factors:

1. The system conservation storage continued to fall during 2008 even with a contingency plan reduced flow deviation of 3600cfs due to the record low basin inflows. 

2. The currently undefined actions surrounding a level 4 trigger level will certainly cause major economic and environmental consequences to the entire Savannah River Basin.  Defining the best alternative will require considerable scientific, economic and engineering analyses.  It is critical that there be an examination of alternatives, as early as possible, to find required actions as well as avoid the need to ever implement them. 

3. Previous discussions with the states indicate that they are in concurrence that in a drought of record, the main ACOE operational objective should always be to avoid ever reaching the bottom of the conservation pool and that additional mitigation measures need to be added to the current drought contingency plan. They requested that an identification of flows below 3600cfs needs to be determined that bears the least impact to stakeholders.  
4. The current drought has been defined as the drought of record.  This coupled with the potential for longer term climate changes necessitates that we understand the total nature of the potential action impacts.  No one knows how long the current drought will last, but 2009 is closely following the pattern of 2008.  Eliminating the partial year elevation data for 2009, the average lake elevation for Lake Hartwell for 2008 was the lowest on project record (646.76’), and for Lake Thurmond the third lowest (317.78’).  In 2008, total average daily inflows to the lakes were respectively ranked first and second for the lowest on project record. 

  

In summary, we understand that the preparation of the Flow Reduction EA is currently underway.  However, we recommend the inclusion of the evaluation of the extension of the flow reduction period be included.  In addition, once the maximum feasible flow reduction period is defined, we also recommend that it be implemented each year until the Lakes have recovered and stabilized to the guide curves.
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