April 2, 2009

Colonel Edward Kertis

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

100 West Oglethorpe

P.O. Box 889

Savannah, GA 31402-0889

Subject: SRB Phase 3 Proposal - Drought Contingency Plan Revisions
Dear Colonel Kertis:

We are writing on behalf of our thousands of businesses and family members in the upper Savannah Basin to propose that the Corps amend the Drought Contingency Plan. During his meeting with Lake Hartwell Association in January of this year, Brigadier General Joseph Schroedel committed to revising the drought plan based on learnings from recent droughts. This project should be given a high priority to ensure that a new plan is fully implemented prior to the onset of another drought.

A new drought plan should include the following basic principals:

1. At the first “trigger” point, flows are reduced to established minimum rates. These are currently 3600 CFS in summer months, and 3100 CFS during less critical periods.

2. Low flow rates will be maintained until the lakes have returned to full pool, as defined by stable operation at or above the guide curve.

3. The Corps adopts an adaptive management plan that incorporates lower Thurmond Dam releases based on monitoring at critical downstream points to ensure necessary instream flows.

4. A “transition process” defines further aggressive steps to prevent full consumption of the conservation pools during severe and lengthy droughts. 

We also recommend that the Corps immediately revise the guide curve to increase the winter pool level to 2 feet below summer pool. This operating level has been proven effective by actual experience and verified practical by the Corps’ modeling; and will provide additional storage protection in the early stages of future droughts. We also recommend that a study be made to determine actual minimum flow needs at critical points and by critical users downstream, with identification of potential mitigation methods and costs to allow operation at lower flows. 

We are basing our recommendations on the following considerations:

1. The current Drought Contingency Plan is not effective. This has been clearly demonstrated by the fact that the Basin has been operated under flow “deviations” since the fall of 2007, yet the lakes have still reached record low levels.

2. When flows were increased during the first half of 2007 per the “updated” DRP of 2006, the lakes quickly returned to drought levels and the situation rapidly deteriorated.

3. Climatologists are unanimous in their assessment that future droughts will be longer and far more severe. This is clearly evident in our experience of successive droughts of record, and enduring drought conditions during 9 of the past 11 years.

4. Recent drought experience has demonstrated that aggressive action must be taken quickly to mitigate impacts and preserve basin water resources for as long as possible. 

5. Operation at the proposed flows has been demonstrated for extended periods to have no significant adverse effects.

6. In reality there is no logic or scientific basis for the current various drought “levels” or incremental flow rates. They only serve to delay taking necessary action to effectively mitigate drought impacts.

Colonel Kertis, we would appreciate your support and timely consideration of our proposal.
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