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First, I want to applaud all of our members 
who have recruited new members into the 
Lake Hartwell Association partnership “for the 
sake of the lake”.  As you may recall, in each 
of the last three newsletters I have challenged 
each of you to recruit at least one new 
member.  Well, we are making progress.  Since 
that time, we have added 99 new families, 12 
new businesses and 48 new donors!  We are on 
a roll… let’s keep up the momentum!  I cannot 
overstate the importance of membership 
(voters) when it comes to working with our 
representatives… especially in an election 
year.  (Please see the two related articles in this 
newsletter.)   
 
Please note that in the preceding paragraph I 
used the term “partnership”.  Another article in 
this newsletter describes a very successful 
event that LHA recently participated in, along 
with a number of other organizations.  We all 
share a very important common interest… 
Hartwell Lake.  Our Technical Committee 
director, Cathy Foster, was the primary 
producer/director.  The event, on a much 
smaller scale, was a good example of the kind 
of partnering that, if well organized and 
directed, will guarantee the sustainability of 
our beautiful and valuable lake. Several of our 
Covekeepers came by boat and demonstrated a 
shoreline sweep, thus, recruiting some new 
Covekeepers.  The event was a reminder of 
how many different organizations, 
stakeholders, and special interests are involved 
in the ecological aspects.  Now, let us consider 
other aspects including water management, 

Herb 

Burnham 

recreation, and economics.  Toss in the 
politics of six counties, two states, and the 
federal government and you can begin to 
recognize the complexities involved in 
staying current with what is taking place 
in and around the lake.  I am now in my 
fourth year as president and I am still 
amazed at the diversity of events and 
challenges that occur on an almost daily 
basis. 
 
We are fortunate that our association, over 
the last 22 years, has managed to recruit, 
organize, and maintain a superb internal 
partnership of talented and experienced 
individuals that devote so much of their 
time and energy “for the sake of the 

lake”.  This capability and commitment 
has become widely recognized and 
respected.  Having retired from a career of 
engineering and constructing large 
complex projects, I have experienced 
firsthand the difference that partnering 
makes in completing high quality projects 
on time, within budget, and with 
minimum blaming, bickering and 
litigation.  What I am suggesting is that 
LHA should strive to become the catalyst 
for partnering among individuals and 
organizations that actively participate in 
lake related activities.  The more we work 
together and the more we learn from one 
another, the more effective we all become.  
 
There is an incredible pool of talent and 
experience in the Hartwell Lake area.  
Let’s take advantage of that resource by 
continuing to recruit individuals and 
organizations into our partnership “for 
the sake of the lake”.  When you are 
asked what the Lake Hartwell Association 
does, you would be correct in stating, that 
by partnering internally and with other 
organizations, we use sound science, 
lessons learned, common sense, honest 
c ommun i c a t i on s ,  a nd  p r oven 
organizational techniques in order to 
maintain and enhance our position as 
Hartwell Lake’s best known and respected 
advocate “for the sake of the lake”. 

 
 



 

 

 

Anderson County Sheriff, John Skipper, and his 
lake patrol boat operations officer, Rusty Ables, 
briefed Lake Hartwell Association on 2011 lake 
patrol activities and plans for the 2012 season.  

As you may recall, last September officer Ables 
was assigned to head “Marine One” on a full 
time basis, following a number of email requests 

from our members to the sheriff’s office.  The 
following is a summation of activities for the 
year.  It is quite impressive; especially when you 
consider that the position was part-time for more 

than eight months. 
 
Activities included the discovery of a lake-side 

meth lab with two drug related arrests, 12 
citations and written warnings, more than 30 
safety inspections, stops, and boardings, 
recovery of four stolen boats, six assists with 

drownings, a night rescue (assisted by the 
sheriff’s helicopter with night vision 
capabilities), more than 40 responses to calls for 

assistance including emergencies, fires, boaters 
in distress, boating accidents, and coverage of 
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special lake events.   Marine One was also 

directly involved in working ten additional lake 
related cases. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office has also established the 

following email address that should be used by 
the public to register lake related concerns, ask 
questions and/or share ideas with Marine One:  

marinepatrol@andersonsheriff.com.  Emails 
are checked daily.  As always, someone reporting 
an urgent or emergency situation should call 911.  
Non-emergency lake related calls should go to 

864-260-4444.  Direct calls to Marine One on the 
lake can be made by calling 864-844-3050.  
Anyone calling from a lake front location should 

advise the dispatcher of their location because, in 
some cases, Marine One may be closer than a 
patrol car.  Officer Ables also noted that having 
your street address and house number on your 

dock would be very helpful.  It seems that the 
nautical GPS can be several houses off, which 
could be critical in an emergency situation. 

 
Last, but certainly 
n o t  l e a s t , 
remember that 

A n d e r s o n 
C o u n t y ’ s 
s h o r e l i n e  i s 

nearly 400 miles 
and has an 
estimated 8000 
r e s i d e n c e s .  

Marine One’s 
effectiveness is 
very dependent 

upon our eyes, 
ears and reports 
of anything that 
looks suspicious 

or “out of place”. 

L to R:  Anderson County Sheriff John Skipper, Herb Burnham, Det. Rusty Ables 
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Monument 
To  

Progress 

Thanks to Vern Sauer for 

the pictures of the dam 
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The Lake Hartwell Marketing Alliance (LHMA) and Hartwell 
Chamber of Commerce (HCC) are organizing the “Golden 
Damiversary Party”, a public celebration, on Saturday, April 
28th.  They are planning a late afternoon event since the finale, a 
People's Parade of Lights and the retiring of the American Flag 
for the evening, will occur dusk to dark on the Hartwell Dam.  
Plans call for several hundred participants to begin a leisurely 
march across the Dam (a 1.5 mile distance) to the Flag area, at 
approximately 7:45 PM  The participants will be accompanied by 
drum corps' from area high schools and Mark Cheek, a soloist 
bagpiper.  "Taps" will be played as the Flag is lowered.  Glow 
lights and small flash lights will be sold at the park for 
participants to carry which will hopefully produce a 50th 
Anniversary light show as they march back.  Boaters, who should 
moor near the earthen portion of the Dam in order to enjoy the 
light show, are invited to participate with luminaries of their own.  
It should be an extraordinary visual experience. The Lake 
Hartwell Power Squadron will be available to assist with the boat 
traffic during this event.  

According to the LHMA, the day will likely begin at 4:30 PM 
with an opening flag presentation by a joint operation of the Blue 
Ridge Antique and Classic Boat Society and a PWC formation.  
Plans call for a chorale performance of the National Anthem by 
the Seneca High School chorus. 

Following that, they plan to host a “Parade of the Trades” 
comprised of a variety of skilled trade vehicles including heavy 
equipment, concrete trucks and earth movers to honor the 
working trades that built the Hartwell Dam.  A short ceremony 
will then take place in the central pavilion. 

Plans are being made to include the Atlanta Parasailing Club 
and a wakeboard demonstration by the INT/WWA SC and GA 
chapters.  Hopefully, "Balloons Over Anderson" will be offering 
tethered hot air balloon rides during the evening hours. 

Plans also include a display of U.S. Army vehicles, a variety 
of children’s activities, and live music provided by Mr. Bill Pratt 
utilizing a 50s and 60s playlist.  Wear your dancing shoes.  

Food and drink will be available for purchase from several 
vendors.  Glow lights and small flash lights, “Damiversary” tee 
shirts and other items will also be available for purchase.  The 
BEST news is that there will be no entry or parking fees for this 
event!   

Volunteers are still needed.  LHMA  Contact Information: 
Nicki Meyer 706-376-8590 or Gretchen Torrence 706-436-3572 
gmt@hartcom.net 

There are MANY more projects in the works.  For further 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  u p c om i n g  e v e n t s  g o  t o 
www.MyLakeHartwell.org 

“Golden Damiversary Party” 

Saturday, April 28th Big Oaks 

Recreation Area 4:30 until  9:00 

April 28       LHMA/HCC 50th Anniversary 
  Celebration Big Oaks 
May 5              Dam Run - Hartwell Dam 
May 5              Curahee Arts Festival - Toccoa, GA                         
  Spring Festival on Main Street 
   Lavonia  
May 10 – 11    Blue Ridge Fest - Pickens, SC 
May 26         Cars & Guitars… "Where Were  
  You in 62?" -  Hartwell, GA 
June 1 – 7        Palmetto Tennis Championships - 
  Easley, SC 
June 2           Ida Cox Music Festival -  
  Toccoa, GA 
June 9 – 10   SC Wakeboard Tournament- 
  Singing Pines Rec.  Area, SC 
June 16  Main Street Car Show -  
  Anderson, SC 
June 22 - 24  Chatooga River Festival -  
  Oconee County, SC  
June 29 - 30  Pre Fourth Celebration -  
  Hartwell, GA   
  Dancing on the Depot on the 29th 
  Pre-fourth Craft Fair on the 30th 
 
This list is only through June.  There are MANY 
more projects in the works.   
 
For further information on upcoming events go to 
www.MyLakeHartwell.org 

More Events Celebrating  

Lake Hartwell’s  

50th Anniversary 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2012 
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U.S. Congressional Support 

Congressmen Jeff Duncan, South Carolina, and 
Paul Broun, MD, Georgia, including members 
of their staffs, met with LHA president Herb 
Burnham on April 4, 2012.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss Hartwell Lake related 
issues that must be addressed at the federal 
level and the importance of having both states 
in agreement in order to present a united front 
in Washington.  Both representatives have 
been, and pledged to continue to be, strong 
advocates for water related issues in the 
Savannah River Basin, and strong supporters of 
LHA. 
 
LHA members are reminded that any 
significant improvements in the way our lake is 
managed and maintained must be approved by 
both states and federal agencies.  Therefore, it 
is very important that we let our representatives 
at both levels know how much we appreciate 
their active vigilance and support.  So, 
occasionally, take a few minutes to send them 
an email or letter of gratitude.  If you would 
like more detailed information or to become 
more involved, you should consider becoming 
an active member of LHA’s Legislative and/or 
Technical Committees.  See the back page of 
this newsletter for instructions on how to sign 
up. 

L to R:Congressman Jeff Duncan, Herb Burnham, Pres. of 

LHA, Congressman Paul Broun, MD 

 
The Lake Hartwell Marketing Alliance (LHMA) has 
organized a historical art exhibit composed of photography, 
documents and memorabilia from the period encompassing 
the preparation, building and use of the Hartwell Dam and 
Lake Project.  The exhibit will travel to all six counties that 
surround Lake Hartwell and will be open to the public 
throughout this year of celebration.   
 

♦ Hart County  April 27 - May 29  The Art Center, 
Downtown 

 An opening reception is planned for the evening of 
 April 27 at the Art Center. 
 

♦ Anderson County  June 9 - July 4   The Anderson 
 County Museum  

 A preview gala will be held to benefit the Anderson 
 County United Way and the Lake Hartwell Market
 ing Alliance on Friday, June 8 from 6:30 to 10   
 

♦ Franklin County  August 1 - September 8   
 The exhibit will begin its tour at the Bower's House 
 in Canon with a Garden Party opening reception.  
 Approximately August 10, the exhibit will move to 
 Emmanuel College for the duration.  
 

♦ Pickens County   September 9 - September 23  The new 
City Hall in Pickens 

 An opening reception is in the planning stages for 
 September 13th at the Madren Center on the 
 Clemson campus. 
 

♦ Stephens County  October 1 - November 4   The 
Cornerstone Restaurant 

 An opening reception will also be held at the 
 Cornerstone. 
 

♦ Oconee County  November 8 - December 1 
 The location and reception details to be announced. 
 
There are MANY more projects in the works.  For further 
i n fo rma t i on  on  up com ing  even t s  g o  t o 

www.MyLakeHartwell.org 
 
For more information on how you can become a part of this 
initiative, contact Larry Torrence at LJT@hartcom.net 

 

50th Anniversary Art Exhibit 

"Once Upon A Dam...  

A Golden Retrospective" 



 

 

LHA Mission StatementLHA Mission StatementLHA Mission StatementLHA Mission Statement    
 

We 
 will develop and establish the Lake Hartwell 
Association as an organization that promotes 

and encourages cooperation, assistance and information 
exchange among those concerned with Hartwell Lake and 
the Savannah River Basin. 
 

We  will provide a forum to collectively represent our 
membership on issues that pertain to the 

development, preservation and comprehensive management of 
Hartwell Lake. 
 

We 
 will collect and distribute information on  
matters affecting Hartwell Lake. 

 

We 
 will maintain liaisons and communications 
between the Lake Hartwell Association and 

educational, governmental, scientific and other 
communities. 
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On February 9, South Carolina District 8, 
State Representative, Don Bowen hosted a 
day at the capitol for upper Savannah 
River Basin stakeholders.  Guests were 
introduced to members of both the House 
and Senate during active sessions, and met 

with key members of Governor Haley’s 
staff.  It was noted that the guests 
represented organizations that advocate 
for sustainability of water resources in the 
four lakes of the upper Savannah… 
Keowee, Hartwell, Russell, and 
Thurmond.  These lakes provide potable 
water for hundreds of thousands people 
and are key to economic growth in the 
upstate. 

 

South Carolina 

Legislative Visit 

L to R: Ted Turetzky, Exec. Dir. Friends of Lake Keowee 
(FOLKS); Harry and Barb Shelley, Friends of the Savannah 
River Basin; Dr. Marv Fralish, Legislative Committee 

Chairman, LHA; Herb Burnham, President, LHA; Don 

Bowen, SC State Representative, District 8. 



 

 

New Studies of Toxic PCB-Contamination by EPA 

CoveKeeper Meetings Scheduled 
Please Consider Joining  
 

Covekeeper Workshop:   

 April 30, 2012     
 Anderson County Library  
  Arrive anytime between 6:30 & 8:30 P.M. 
 Meet CoveKeeper leaders  
  Learn about CoveKeeper activities 
  Sign-up for field training 
 
 
Covekeeper Lake Training:  
 May 5, 2012 
 9:30 – 12:30     
 Portman Shoals Marina 
 Join leaders for “on the water” training 
 
The Lake Hartwell Association is pleased to 

report that after overcoming some health 

issues, Larry Dyck is back working with the 

CoveKeeper program.  Larry and a cadre of 

“River Captains” are looking for volunteers to 

help with this lake stewardship program. 

 

CoveKeeper Mission: 

The purpose of the CoveKeepers Program is to 
maintain and enhance Lake Hartwell as a high 
quality water body and natural resource.  The 
program’s stakeholders are all users of the lake 
including, but not limited to, homeowners, 
businesses and water recreation participants.  The 
CoveKeeper Program empowers volunteers to: 
(1) undertake periodic surveys of the Lake’s 
status, (2) to inform lake users about best 
management practices, and (3) to act as “good 
neighbors” and to inform homeowners and lake 
users of problems they see (like docks becoming 
loose, or boats filling with water). 
 
 

Expectation of a CoveKeeper Volunteer: 

♦ To have an interest in maintaining Lake 
Hartwell as a high quality natural resource; 

♦ To receive instruction on how to carry out a 
lake survey; 

♦ To undertake at least two (2) surveys of the lake 
each year (usually one in the spring and one in 
the fall); survey areas are about ten (10) miles 
of shoreline.  Survey regions are generally near  
homes or areas of interest. 

♦ To make a brief survey-report to the River 
Captain in your area; 

♦ To consider the need for user education and 
follow-up reviews of issues identified  in 
surveys; 

♦ To share knowledge about best management 
practices with neighbors and lake users; 

♦ To participate in educational seminars over the 
year.  Seminars are on useful topics such as the 
dynamics of the lake, water pollution and best 
shore management practices. 

 
Questioners undertaken by the Lake Hartwell 
Association indicate many of our members would 
like to give back to the lake in some way.  The 
CoveKeeper program is a wonderful opportunity to 
do so.   Some members have indicated that being a 
CoveKeeper has allowed them to meet more of their 
neighbors while learning about the lake and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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protecting the valuable resource 
from potential negative influences.  
Lake Hartwell has about 1,000 miles 
of shoreline.  So, if each volunteer 
surveyed 10 miles, we need at least 
100 volunteers...there are still many 
survey opportunities available. 
 
P lease consider jo ining the 
CoveKeepers. 
Come to both the Workshop and the 
May 5th  Field Training if your 
schedule permits.  Field training will 
r e q u i r e  a n  R S V P  t o 
Hartwelllakekeeper@yahoo.com or 
to lakehartwell@charter.net 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Predatory Fish from Lake Hartwell May Keep  
The Removal of the Third Twelve Mile Dam on Hold 

by Dr. Larry Dyck 
 
The Lake Hartwell Association and several conservation 
organizations have argued that all three small dams on 
the Twelve Mile River should be removed so that 
sediment can flow in a natural way downstream and 
cover PCBs in the sediments of Lake Hartwell.  To date, 
two dams have been removed and removal of the third 
and final dam is under active discussion.  Partial funding 
for the removal of the third dam has taken place with 
complete funding under negotiation. 
 
There is a new twist.  The SC Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), the agency that is holding the funding 
for the third dam project, finds that fish from Lake 
Hartwell represent a potential danger to the survival of 
native fish upstream of the third dam.  In correspondence 
with Fisheries Biologist of SCDNR, we have learned that 
removal of the lower two dams has allowed spotted bass 
and flathead catfish from Lake Hartwell to migrate 
upstream to the base of the third and final dam.  DNR 
and university researchers maintain that both species 
jeopardize the health of the native redeye bass as well as 
darters and shiners.  
 

 
The spotted bass were introduced to the Lake Hartwell 
system by anglers in the 1980s in an attempt to improve 
sport fishing.  However, the spotted bass hybridize with 
the native redeye bass and the genetic changes seem to 
be preferentially select for spotted bass DNA.  As a 
consequence, non-native spotted bass are replacing the 
native redeye bass. 
 
Flathead catfish are also non-native to the system and are 
voracious predators, eating many small fish including 
darters, shiners and young redeye, as well as their eggs.  
The consequence is that native species, already 
threatened, are experiencing devastating losses once 
dams are removed.  The recent removal of the lower two 
dams (the Woodside dams) has created disturbances in 
the river habitat that have pushed-out darters and shiners 
of the reaches below the remaining, third dam. 
 
According to DNR staff, it appears the third dam is 
actually creating a refugium, as it is the only barrier 
keeping the spotted bass and flathead catfish from 
eliminating the upstream population of redeye bass.  
DNR fisheries biologists feel there is a high probability 
that removal of the third dam will eliminate one of the 

last populations of native 
redeye bass.   
 
Additional studies are being 
sought to learn if the third 
dam will keep non-native fish 
out of the upstream or if high
-water flood events and 
sluicing of the impoundment 
will allow fish passage 
upstream.  DNR, along with 
university researchers, are 
seeking funding to answer 
these questions.  In the 
meanwhile, removal of the 
third dam is on temporary 
hold. 
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Inflatable Life Jackets 

 

pack. All US Coast Guard-approved inflatable life 
jackets have a mark showing its type and how it 
should be used. A big advantage is that inflatables 
can provide nearly twice the buoyancy of similarly-
rated foam life jackets, and are also are better in 
terms of righting a person in the water, when 
compared to some other traditional types. 
4. Inflatable life jackets are too expensive - 
Inflatable life jackets start at under $100. That is a 
real expense for some, but consider that a cheap life 
jacket that no one will want to wear is as useless as 
a hook without the worm. Belt pack types tend to be 
less expensive than suspender style, while 
automatically-inflatable types or those with extras 
like an integral sailing harness increase the price. 
5. Inflatable life jackets are uncomfortable - 
Baloney! Inflatable life jackets are compact, don't 
trap body heat, give full body movement, and can 
be as unobtrusive as small bait pouch attached to 
your belt. Look for one that has a neoprene chafe 
guard around the neck and one that can be adjusted 
to prevent it from shifting from side to side. 
For more information on inflatables, go 

to: www.BoatUS.com/foundation/inflatable. 

Inflat able life 
jackets,  which 
automatically or 
manually inflate 
with the tug of a 
pull cord, have 
been around over 
25 years, but there 
are still quite a few 
m is p e r c ep t io ns 
about how these 
life saving devices 
work. The BoatUS 

Foundation set out to debunk some of the myths: 
1. Inflatable life jackets are zero maintenance - 
Let's face it, pretty much nothing on a boat is zero 
maintenance. Before you head out for the day, 
simply check to ensure the CO2 cylinder is 
screwed firmly in and you can see the green 
indicator tab. Once a year, take it out and blow it 
up with your mouth, wait overnight, inspect for 
wear and check for leaks. Repacking is a task 
made simple - a few folds and a tuck - as 
instructions are found printed inside the cover 
flap. Most life jackets that automatically inflate 
when you hit the water also have small 
dissolvable components that periodically need 
replacement, but it's a simple process. A rearming 
"kit" comes with everything you need. 
2. One size fits all - While most inflatables are 
sized as "universal adult," all have adjustable 
cinch straps that will provide a good fit for nearly 
every size of grown-up on the boat. Inshore-type 
jackets tend to be less bulky and are more 
compact than those jackets designed for offshore 
use. There are no inflatables for kids under 16, but 
the BoatUS Foundation is working with other 
national boating safety groups and the US Coast 
Guard to increase support for inflatable jackets 
that are more suitable for kids. 
3. Not a lot of choices - Actually, there are. Once 
you get past a range of colorful designs, there are 
two basic styles of inflatable life jackets: over-the 
shoulder suspender-style and waist-fitting belt 
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Water ‘n’ Wildlife 
Lake Hartwell & the Clemson Experimental Forest 

Partners Project Day 2012 

 
 
Over 60 volunteers participated in the inaugural Water 
and Wildlife Day which was held on Saturday, March 31 
to help protect the water quality and wildlife habitat of 
Lake Hartwell and the Clemson Experimental Forest.  
The 17,500 acre Clemson Forest has 100 miles of Lake 
Hartwell shoreline and many streams that flow through 
the forest on their journey to the lake. 
 
Volunteers worked at the Clemson University Outdoor 
Lab and at the Corps of Engineers Twin Lakes 
Recreation Area, which are located in the Clemson 
Forest adjacent to Lake Hartwell, to plant 15 native trees, 
pick up litter, repair old and install new wood duck 
boxes, install 
 bluebird, wren, and butterfly boxes, build an owl house, 
and do a shoreline survey.  Volunteers also enjoyed a 
delicious picnic lunch provided by the Lake Hartwell 
Association. 
 
During lunch, Herb Burnham, LHA president, welcomed 
and thanked all the volunteers.  Knight Cox, Forest 
Manager for Clemson University, explained the history 
and management of the forest.  Jamie Sykes, Fisheries 
Biologist, US Army Corps of Engineers, discussed the 
water quality and aquatic habitat of Lake Hartwell.  After 
lunch, John Garton and Dan Whitten, SC Master 
Naturalists, led a nature hike through the forest to the 
lake. 
 
LHA thanks all who volunteered and hopes to see you at 
the 2013 Water “n” Wildlife Partners Project Day! 

Lake Hartwell & the Clemson  

Experimental Forest 
 

Partners 
Boy Scout Troop 235, Clemson 
Clemson Experimental Forest 
Clemson Extension Service 

Clemson Forest Activities Club 
Clemson Forestry Club 

Clemson Horticulture Club 
Clemson Outdoors Club 
Clemson Outdoor Lab 

Clemson Students for Environmental Action 
Clemson Solid Green 

Clemson Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society 
Girl Scout Troop, Townville 
Lake Hartwell Association 

Lake Hartwell Association CoveKeepers 
Pickens County Stormwater Partners 
SC Department of Natural Resources 

SC Native Plant Society, Upstate Chapter 
Sierra Club - Foothills Group 

Upstate Master Naturalist Association 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
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Thanks to 
Steve Marlow  

For these pictures 
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By Marv Fralish, Ph.D. 

 
GEORGIA 

Georgia Legislature concluded its 2011-12 
Session Thursday, March 29, 2012.  South Carolina is 
currently in Session. 

 

Georgia Conservancy Goals: 

a.  Passage of the Georgia land conservation 
transferable tax credit that is critical in helping 
landowners protect their property; 

b.  Advocate the need of a statewide water 
monitoring network identifying water pollution and flow 
data needed for policy decisions on water resources;   

c. Emphasize conservation in lieu of 
construction of new reservoirs;  

d. Continue working for regional water 
councils.   

 
SB 362 by Sen. Tommie Williams 

permits log mining in Georgia Rivers and was 
defeated on the House floor. 

HB 811 seeks to ensure that fees 
collected for specific purpose or "dedicated" 
purpose are actually appropriated as intended in 
the state budget.  For example, the Solid Waste 
Trust Fund collects $6 million annually, but only 
$1.04 million was actually allocated this year to 
clean up scrap tire dumps and abandoned landfills.  
Amended in both House and Senate and a Conference 
Committee was appointed but failed to reach agreement. 

SB 269 by Sen. Rick Jeffares allows 
municipalities and businesses that violate clean water 
laws to avoid pollution fines by agreeing to correct the 
problems and comply with the law during one or more 
six-month extensions.  Bill rolls back EPD Clean Water 
Enforcement and failed to make it out of Senate before 
“Crossover day”.   

SB 427 by Sen. Ross Tolleson, Chair of Senate 
Natural Resources Committee, passed after a lengthy 
debate.  The bill allows the Environmental Protection 
Division (EPD) Director to charge an undetermined fee 
for preferential treatment to review applications for 
environmental permits. In other words, the Georgia 
Water Coalition says that those who can pay to play will 
get expedited review and permits issued.  Some water 
professionals saw this legislation as a potential vehicle 
for restricting “Inter-basin transfers”.   

SB 360, by Sen. John Wilkinson of Toccoa??, 
changed Tilapia’s classification to “domestic” fish.  The 
bill made it to the House but failed to get out of House 
Game, Fish and Parks Committee.  Environmental 

groups lobbied avidly to defeat this bill.   
HB 134, sponsored by Hartwell’s Rep. Alan 

Powell, is a straightforward simple proposal to put into 
law those provisions of the 2008 State Water Plan 
adopted by the General Assembly regulating Inter-basin 
Transfers.  The bill never got out of the House Natural 
Resources and Environment Committee.   

 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

 
House Agriculture, Natural Resources and 

Environmental Affairs Sub Committee favorably reported 
HB 4654.  HB 4654/SB 1126 restores balance to the 
Pollution Control Act (PCA).  The Supreme Court July 
2011 opinion on Smith Land Company was interpreted 

by environmental attorneys to require a permit for all 
discharges and emissions.  The ruling also creates a 
new private right of action- allowing any citizen or 
group to bring suit against those "violating" the 
Pollution Control Act.  In the Smith Land Company 
case, less than 2/10 of an acre of isolated wetland 
was filled after the landowner contacted the Corps 
and DHEC.  Neither agency had a regulatory permit 
program allowing the filling of wetlands.  So the 
landowner didn't seek a permit.  The Supreme Court 
held that a permit from DHEC was required because 
the PCA contains what the Court interpreted as 
absolute prohibition of any discharge into the 

environment without a DHEC permit.  It is argued that 
the decision opens the door for a tidal wave of 
environmental litigation and will create a climate of 
uncertainty for business and industry.   

     A conservation community supported 
amendment to the bill by Rep. Paul Agnew was 
withdrawn last week to facilitate moving the legislation to 
the more conservation friendly Senate.  The bill passed 
the House 85-22.  Now is the time to contact your 

Senators on these issues. 
Water Withdrawal Permitting Regulation 

(R.4193) In 2010, Legislature passed a bill requiring new 
users to maintain natural seasonal flows in our rivers, 
protecting wildlife, recreational uses and downstream 
users.  House Agriculture Committee is discussing what 
requirements should be in legislation regarding surface 
water withdrawal permitting regulations.  This concern 
resulted in the passage of S. 452 in 2010.   

Phosphorus Bill (H.3470) Prohibits the use, sale, 
or manufacturing of cleaning detergents containing 
phosphates, a harmful chemical found in our lakes and 
rivers.  The bill adds household dishwashing detergent to 
the prohibition and imposes criminal sanctions for known 
violators.  It has passed the House and is in the Senate.   

Legislative Report 
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Hughes Simpson  
Chair, Southern Group of State Foresters  

Water Resources Committee 

 
 
An estimated 80 percent of our nation’s 

freshwater resources originate from forests that cover 
about one-third of the United States.  Forests provide a 
number of essential economic, social, and environmental 
functions in addition to supplying us with the cleanest 
water of any land use.  They absorb rainfall, refill 
groundwater aquifers, slow and filter stormwater runoff, 
reduce floods, and maintain watershed stability and 
resilience.   

In an effort to 
identify and highlight 
the most important 
lands to surface 
drinking water across 
the nation, the United 
States Forest Service 
(USFS) developed the 
Forests to Faucets 
Project .   This 
interactive, web-
based Geographic 
Information System 
tool maps these 
critical forestlands, 
documents the role 
t h e y  p l a y  i n 
protecting water 
supplies, and models 
the extent to which 
these lands are 
threatened. 

While the benefits of forests are numerous, they 
are constantly at risk.  Population growth throughout the 
South is expected to explode over the next 50 years, 
leading to significant changes in land use throughout this 
heavily forested region.  The Southern Forest Futures 
Project, conducted by the USFS, forecasts that up to 22 
million acres of forestland will be lost to development 
and urban sprawl in the South – approximately the size 
of South Carolina.   

Not only will this forecasted population growth 
result in increased water demands, but it will also lead to 
increases in impervious cover in areas where forestlands 
occurred, resulting in impacts to water quality and 
supply.  This growth will not be spread evenly 
throughout the region, being concentrated near 
population centers and major travel corridors.  In South 

Carolina, the most significant changes are expected along 
the Interstate 85 corridor and Atlantic Coastline. 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are the 
principle means by which we protect our water resources 
while managing our forests.  They are voluntary 
conservation practices designed to provide an economical 
way of protecting soil and water resources, two key 
elements necessary for growing a healthy, sustainable, 
and productive forest.  They are designed to provide an 
economical means of preventing or minimizing sediments 
and other nonpoint source pollutants on managed forest 
lands from entering adjacent water bodies.  Examples 
include leaving buffer zones of trees next to streams, 
properly sizing and installing culverts or temporary 

b r i dg es  t o  c r o s s 
waterways, establishing 
grass on forest roads to 
prevent erosion, and 
many other practices that 
have been tested and 
proven effective over the 
years.  In South Carolina, 
the Forestry Commission 
manages this program.  
Given the challenges that 
w a t e r  p r o v i d e r s , 
watershed managers, and 
forest landowners will 
face in the future, it will 
be essential that their 
interdependence be better 
understood and the 
fundamental importance 
of forests for each of 
these acknowledged.  

The vast majority (almost 90%) of  southern forests 

are privately owned, so their future lies in the hands 

of individuals and corporations.  Motivating them to 

take actions beneficial for water resources will require 

creative thought and investment.       

  

Forests to Faucets 
http://www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/ 

 FS_Efforts/forests2faucets.shtml 
 
South Carolina Forestry Commission 
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/menvir.htm 
 
Southern Forest Futures Project 
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/futures/ 

The Importance of Forests to Water Resources 
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Boating safety classes are highly recom-
mended for everyone, including experienced boaters 
who should take refresher courses to stay cur-
rent.  For information on courses in the Lake Hart-
well area, go to www.LakeHartwellAssociation.org, 
click on "About Lake Hartwell" then click on "Lake 
Safety".  You will also find some online courses 
listed.  Have a save and fun filled boating season! 

Stay Safe 

Everyone who operates a boat on the lake (and 
everyone who drives a car, for that matter) 
should have a basic safety kit aboard.  If you 
have a safety inspection by the Power Squadron, 
you will be asked if you have one.  You can pass 
the inspection and be awarded a decal without a 
safety kit, but it is smart to keep a good basic kit 
on board.  If a serious injury occurs on the lake, 
you can usually get aid in a relatively short peri-
od of time, but it is still wise to have a First Aid 
Kit readily available for immediate use.  
The minimum items that should be included are 
as follows: 
⇒ A box of band aids of assorted size 
⇒ Absorbent compresses 5 x 9 inch 
⇒ Antiseptic wipes for cleaning wounds 
⇒ Triple Antibiotic ointment 
⇒ Roller bandages 3 inch 
⇒ Roll of cloth adhesive tape 
⇒ Gauze pads 3 by 3 inch 
⇒ Scissors 
⇒ Potable water 
Along with the above supplies, it is also wise to 
have a cell phone and an emergency first aid 
guide with you. 
Source: The Golden Corner, a publication of the 
Golden Corner Lakes Sail and Power Squadron, 
Volume 12, Issue 3, Author - Jim Dunn 

First Aid Kits 



 

 

LHA Membership: Welcome Aboard & Thank You! 
 

In these challenging economic times, we are especially grateful to all the LHA 
member families and businesses that support our efforts to protect the beauty and 
value of Lake Hartwell.  Please join us in welcoming the members who have joined 
since the last newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Larry & Cecile Dyck 
John & Marilyn Bowman 
 

Vincent & Laura Dillon 
Jack Eldredge 
James W. Hellams 

Mark Howell 
Gene & Lois Brooks-Masini 

� Tasu Adamjee 
� Thomas Baumgarten 
� Peter Bergeron 
� Jim & Joanmarie Bolding 
� Barry L. Brigham 
� Patricia S.  & Ann Cioffi 
� Phillip & Cathy Cofer 
� Dave Comen 
� William & Marian         

 Crawford 
� Lamar Delaney 

� Robert Dumit 
� Jim & Judy Fairey 
� Carl Helms 
� Michael & Allyson 

 Helvie 
� Jeffrey Hohn 
� Derek Hutchison 
� Roger Kellogg 
� Doug & Barbara            

 Kennemore 
� Steve & Elizabeth Law 

� Harry & Beverly Lee 
� M. Anthony McAlister, 

 MD 
� Charles Morgan 
� Oscar & Dolores Okes 
� Jerry & Cindy Pendley 
� Blaine M. Penick 
� Margaret Pruitt 
� Lester Rainey 
� William & Ann Riceman 
� Don & Holly Ridgell 

� Kevin Smith 
� Thomas Sherard 
� Dale & Linda Spoerry 
� Rilo & Wanda Stephens 
� Mac & Claudia Timmons 
� Howell Tooley 
� Alexander Ward 
� Janice White 

Welcome aboard & thank you all for your ongoing support  
“For The Sake Of The Lake!” 
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Ada Lee Birnie 
J&S Shoreline - Angie Johnson 
JC Sports - Jeff Crouch 
 

McCullough Properties – 
 W. E. McCullough 
Palmetto State Transportation 
 Co. Inc. – Bob Dumit 

Southern Industrial Hygiene & 
Safety, LLC – Margaret Philbin 
Teal Communications, Inc. – 
 David Teal 

New Family Memberships 

 

New Community/Business Memberships 

Special Donations  

We also wish to thank the following LHA members whose generous special donations give additional              
encouragement, and much needed support, to the LHA volunteers. 



 

 

Please join us in thanking the Community and Business members that generously support LHA!  

Their business contact informa�on and website links are available on the LHA website! 

 

• Ada Lee Birnie * 

• American Services, Inc. of Greenville, SC - Henry Harrison (864) 292-7450 

• Anderson Area Chamber of Commerce - Lee Luff (864) 226-3454 

• Anderson Regional Joint Water System - Sco9 Wille9 (864) 231-5987 

• Andrew Adams, DDS (864) 226-6278 

• Bill Brissey Real Estate - Bill Brissey (864) 226-7380 

• Brysan U�lity Contractors, Inc. - Christopher Barber (770) 985-4606 

• Byers Precision Fabricators - Roger Byers (828) 693-4088 

• C. Dan Joyner Company - C. Dan Joyner (864) 242-6650 

• Carola Dauchert Real Estate LLC - Carola Dauchert (864) 226-5473 

• Carolina WaterSports - Chad Hodges (864) 332-0090 

• Central Irriga�on Supply - Idral Bowen (914) 347-5656 

• Chickasaw Point Property Owners Associa�on - Doug Young (864) 972-3680 

• Clearwater Shores Community - Gary Bruce (864) 304-3656 

• Coldwell Banker Fort Realty - Fort Oglesby (888) 409-5054 

• Collins Dock, Inc. - Tammy Collins Smith (864) 225-2881 

• Connie & Robert Banks 

• Custom Dock Systems - Don Haynie (864) 225-2393 

• Currahee Club – Andrew Ward (706) 827-1700 

• Diamond T Promo�onal Gear - Derek Burne9e (864) 972-0690 

• Docks South, LLC - Bill Griggs (770) 377-3625 

• Eric Nilsson 

• Floatair BoatliDs, Greenville, SC - R. J. Foster (864) 467-1806 

• Grady's Great Outdoors - John Phillips (864) 226-5283 

• Greg Collins 

• Hart County Chamber of Commerce - Kiera Partlow (706) 376-8590 

• Hartwell Lake News - Angie Wilson (864) 934-3952 

• Hartwell Marina & Boat Sales - Brant Tew (706) 376-5441 

• J&S Shoreline - Angie Johnson (706) 377-4891 * 

• JC Sports - Jeff Crouch (864) 882-4212 * 

• Jerilyn Wiech - Keller-Williams Lanier Partners (706) 244-8211 

• Kroeger Marine Construc�on, Inc - Dave Kroeger (864) 882-7671 

• Lake Hartwell Marke�ng Alliance - L. Torrence 

• Lake Hartwell Sail & Power Squadron - Bert Baxter (864) 601-1660 

• Lakeside Chiroprac�c, LLC - Dr. Cindy Pradhan, DC (864) 224-7660 

• Ma9hew Nasrallah, A9orney-at-Law (877) 266-3694 

• McCullough Proper�es – W. E. McCullough * 

• Mike & Sherry Hayes  

• Mike Sanders Boat Storage - Michael W Sanders (864) 231-0010 

• New Harbor Light Marina - Larry Rich (706) 356-4119 

• Palme9o Lakeside Services - Lee Thompson (864) 933-0707 

• Palme9o State Transporta�on Co. Inc. – Bob Dumit (800) 269-0175 * 

• Paradise Point Inc - William Roberts (404) 261-5003 

• Paul & Susan Meng 

• Phil Jewelers - Phil Silverstein (864) 226-7635 

• Pintail Point Property Owners Assn. - Sheree Moats (864) 622-2265 

• PIP Prin�ng - Ovid Culler (864) 225-1471 

• Portman Marina - Dave Freeman (864) 287-3211 

• Southern Industrial Hygiene & Safety, LLC – Margaret Philbin (770) 375-1327 * 

• Strickland Marine Center - Dave Strickland (864)225-0145 

• Swaney’s Point Associa�on - Danny Shook (828) 242-1612 

• T N Construc�on - Thad Strickland (864) 574-2113 

• Teal Communica�ons, Inc. – David Teal (770) 935-1177 * 

• The Hartwell Sun - Robert Rider (706) 376-8025 

• Tom Miller Keller-Williams Lanier Partners (678) 469-9917 

• Tugaloo Property Owners, Lavonia, GA - R. Grimm 

• Upstate Forever - Brad Wyche (864) 250-0500 

• View Point Lot Owners Associa�on 

• Water Educa�on Center & Environmental Center – Charlie Gibson 

 

*New members 
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Good news!  Joining LHA and renewing your membership just got easier!  You may mail this Membership Application form 
with your check to LHA at the above address, or visit the LHA website (see above) to make a secure credit card payment! 

 
Membership Information: Check all that apply 
 

� � � � New     � � � � Renewal     � � � � Address change   Amount Paid $________  Date_______ 
 

 ���� Family  $25   ���� Community, Association or Business  $100 
 ���� Gift Membership     ���� Additional Donation $________ 
    

Name _______________________________________________ 
 

Spouse’s Name (If Family Membership)  __________________________ 
 

Mailing Address ________________________________________ 
 

City __________________________State _____ ZIP __________ 
 

Phone (H) ____________ (W) ____________(Cell)____________ 
 

E-Mail ______________________________________________ 
 

Occupation(s): Yours _____________  Spouse’s ________________ 
 (If retired, check here ���� and give former occupations above) 
 

Lake Address ____________________ County________________ 
(*or Gift Recipient’s address)  ______________________________ 
             _______________________________ 
 
Pay by Check:  Make checks payable to Lake Hartwell Association, Inc.  
     Send to address above. � 

Give Something Back  
To The Lake.  

Please select committees on 
which you would be willing to 
serve. 
 

 [  ] Legislative 
 [  ] Program 
 [  ] Financial 
 [  ] Lake Cleanup 
 [  ] Safety 
 [  ] Technical 
 [  ] Membership 
 [  ] Publications 
 [  ] Covekeepers 
 [  ] Other 

SpringSpring  
  20122012  

Email address: membership@lakehartwellassociation.org 
Web Site: http://www.lakehartwellassociation.org 


